BARBARIAN STORIES

been she who took messages. But later one of the
Greek maids used to come instead, an ugly, merry
little thing called Casia. He asked her what had
happened to Anna Maria. First she wouldn't say, and
then, when he had jigged and petted her for a long
time, she told, between titters, how, after one of these
errands, Theophano suddenly lost her temper and got
Anna Maria, who was kneeling at her feet, by the
hair, and dragged her about the room and banged her
face against table legs, and how Anna Maria had
screeched, and how her real mistress, who was one of
the other maids-in-waiting, begged the Princess to
stop, and at last had to call the house priest in, and
even then Theophano had Anna Maria whipped for
a slut by one of her black men. 'And you can see the
marks still/ said Casia. 'She is a devil when she's
roused, the Very Beautiful, but then everyone isn't a
real Princess, and such a colour she got with it all -
you ought to have seen!'

But Sveneld did not like women to hurt other
women, at least not when there was no fault. That
was a man's game. And he did not like it that Anna
Maria was a slave. He asked Casia to take a message
to Anna Maria, and at first she didn't dare, said the
girl was in disgrace, and she couldn't be seen talking
to her, but later, with a little promising from Sveneld,
she agreed. Part of the message was to ask what Anna
Maria's other name was. Sveneld had been called
David at his baptism, and he had been rather angry
when he found out later that David was a little man
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